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This Student Handbook Belongs To:

Name:______________________________________________________________

Homeroom Teacher: __________________________________________________
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Many of our scholars experienced noteworthy success in the previous school year.
Regardless, I expect you to enter the 2023-2024 school year with renewed focus and
determination for exponential academic/behavioral growth and achievement. Together,
we are Turning Point Academy Middle School ALL STARS, òForging a New Path to
Excellenceò within our community and the world-at-large.

Sincerely,

Mr. Walter Clyburn, Principal
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I Respect Myself and Others.

S

I Stand for Excellence.





Sign-Out Procedures
Students may only be dismissed early to the custody of a parent or legal guardian.
Students must obtain a note from their parent or guardian requesting early dismissal,
which should be given to the studentôs teacher. Subsequently, the studentôs teacher will
send the note to the front office. Students must remain in the classroom until the Front
Office calls them for early dismissal. PLEASE BE ADVISED OF THE FOLLOWING:
early dismissal must take place before 3:30 p.m. A parent



The School Counselor and Social Worker are integral parts of a childôs education. Our
professionals work diligently to create a caring and supportive environment, so that all
students can achieve. Counselors and social workers offer many services to assist
students and families in adjusting to the unique and diverse challenges of childhood and
early adolescence. Those services include:

Å Individual or group counseling

Å Interpersonal skills development

Å Student socialization

Students and families should feel free to contact the counselor and/or social worker at
Turning Point Academy at any time for information and/or assistance with academics,
personal issues, or school matters.

Textbooks & Technology Devices
Textbooks and technology devices that are school property are loaned to students.
Check the condition of the book or device when you receive it. You will be responsible
for the care of each textbook and technology device issued to you. You must return the
book or device that is assigned to you. If your textbook or technology device is lost or
damaged, you must report it to your teacher immediately. You will be required to pay
for any lost or damaged textbook or device.

It is the students’ responsibility to ensure the following will take place when
he/she receives his/her Chromebook or iPad issued by Turning Point Academy:

ÅStudents are responsible for the general





Student Uniform Policy
Turning Point Academy is a uniform school. Guidelines are set forth
below: TPA Student Uniform Policy
Turning Point Academy is a uniform school. Guidelines are set forth
below:

ALLOWED NOT ALLOWED
Shirts (must be tucked in at all
times):

ǒ Color: Navy blue, burgundy, or
white
ǒ Style: Polo-style shirt with
collar (long or short sleeved),
Turtleneck, Peter Pan collar blouse
ǒ TPA Spirit T-shirts

Undershirts (plain white, plain burgundy, or
plain navy only) may be worn under a polo
style shirt or button down shirt.

No shirts without collars, un-tucked shirts,
non-uniform colored undershirts, shirts with
logos, t-shirts, sleeveless shirts, no field trip
t-shirts beyond the day of the field trip

Pants:

Color: Khaki, black, navy

No denim, sweat pants, pants with side
pockets, warm-up pants, baggy pants, shaggy
pants, overalls, skinny jeans/pants, trendy
pants, jegging pants, and NO CUT OFF
PANTS

No shorts under pants

Color: Khaki, black, or navy blue

No denim, gym shorts, baggy shorts
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1. (1st, 2nd, and 3rd violations) Student will be sent to the office
to change clothes or call home for a change of clothing and
placed In-School Intervention Center until dressed in school
uniform.

2. 4th violation and thereafter, student will be placed
In-School Intervention Center for two days and student must
call home for a change of clothing.

Uniform Policy Amended/Updated June 2023 by School Leadership Team

Lost and Found
Items left in the classroom will be turned into Lost and Found, which is located in the
cafeteria. It is the studentôs responsibility to come to the cafeteria for the purpose of
retrieving forgotten items. Items that are not claimed are donated to charity every
Friday.

Transportation
STUDENTS ARE EXPECTED TO BEHAVE IN A MANNER THAT ENSURES A
DRIVER’S ABILITY TO OPERATE THE BUS SAFELY AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH
STATE LAW. Students must display behaviors that are consistent with the
Navigators’ pledge and Navigators’ matrix when riding the school bus.

Basic rules that should be followed while riding the bus are listed below:

Å Follow the driverôs directions the first time

Å Be courteous; do not use profane language

Å Keep head, hands, and feet inside the bus

Å Do not eat or drink on the bus; keep the bus clean

Å Be courteous; do not use profane language

Å Smoking is absolutely prohibited



Å Do not stand in the seats, throw things, or yell out of the windows

Å Do not open emergency doors nor vandalize (damage) the bus

A violation of these rules is sufficient cause for suspending your transportation
privileges. The bus driver may issue verbal warnings and/or assign seats prior to filing
a written report. However, the bus driver may find it necessary to file a written report for
rule violations that impede his or her ability to operate the bus safely. Disciplinary
actions resulting from a written report will be carried out by a school administrator and
reported to the transportation department. Repeated and/or severe rule violations may
result in long-term bus suspensions or a total loss of bus privileges.

Character Education

Turning Point Academy Scholars engage in activities that honor students with good
character. Students attend assemblies monthly that provide recognition and rewards for
students who display monthly character traits. Furthermore, students who achieve
academic and behavioral performance expectations will participate in quarterly
celebrations. In order to obtain rewards and/or participate in
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Ŀ Navigator Bucks are awarded to students on an individual basis for complying
with behaviors contained on the Navigator Matrix/Pledge and displaying character
traits/social skills when interacting with staff and peers.

Ŀ “Character Counts” are awarded to students as a group (entire class) for
behaving in accordance with the Navigators Pledge and Navigators Matrix during
instructional activities and/or transitions.

Ŀ The All Stars Pledge entails our schoolôs five rules and expectations: S - I stay
safe, T - I think before I act, A ï I act with intelligence, R ï I respect myself and others,
Sï I stand for excellence!

S

I stay safe.

T

I think before
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Ŀ THE BIG 5!!! Turning Point Academy Middle School Behavior Matrix ï
Outlines how the rules and expectations outlined in the ALL STAR Pledge should be
demonstrated throughout the school environment (i.e., classroom, hallway, cafeteria,
restroom, playground, and bus).

Student Discipline
Students will be subject to disciplinary actions when their behaviors are not responsive
to rules/expectations and incentives contained within the behavior plan. Disciplinary
actions are determined by the school administration. Disciplinary actions are
administered in conjunction with stipulations set forth by the Code of Student Conduct
and based upon the following continuum of consequences for inappropriate behavior:
1st Verbal Warning, 2nd Verbal Warning, Conference with Student,
Seating Change,
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Hall Traffic
While in the hallways, students are expected to keep to the right and move quickly and
quietly. Running in the halls is not permitted. Students are to refrain from touching
walls, bulletin boards, and other students while walking in the hallways. During
instructional hours, students must transition with a classmate and have a hall pass from
their teacher.

Cafeteria
To ensure that all students enjoy their lunch in a relaxed atmosphere, students are
prompted to keep their voices at Level 1 (meaning only the person next to you should
be able to hear your conversation). Everyone (including students) who enters the
cafeteria is expected to keep it neat and clean. Please make sure all food and eating
utensils are removed from the table and floor before leaving your seat. Upon entering
the cafeteria and exiting the food l
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Building Maintenance
Å Writing on desk tops is not permitted and is considered to be vandalism (destruction of
school property).

Å Keep desks away from walls and display areas

Å Keep floors in classrooms and floors in hallways free from litter

Å Keep restrooms neat and clean; do not write/mark on the walls and stalls

Health Information
Illness: If a student does not feel well before coming to school, they should be kept at
home. The school nurse should be notified if a student is in school and not feeling well.
A student will be admitted to the Health Office with a pass from a classroom teacher. A
student is not to go to the Health Office without permission but should report to class
and obtain a pass from the
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corrective action if necessary. You must have your parent/guardian sign the Progress
Report



oStudent Handbook School Contract Agreement

TPA Middle School Parent/Student Handbook Contract

August 2023 – June 2024

Parents of Turning Point Academy Middle School Scholars have the opportunity and
responsibility to partake in their childôs education actively. This handbook is provided to
help parents and students understand the schoolôs policies, procedures, and
expectations.

The school contract is an essential component for ensuring that parents and students
understand the stipulations that are set forth at Turning Point Academy. Parents and
students are responsible for reading information contained within this handbook and
seeking clarity for more understanding. Please read this handbook carefully with
your child and sign the contract listed below. Parent and student signatures
indicate adherence to procedures and expectations contained within this
handbook.
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Student’s Pledge

I have read the student handbook. I
understand that I am required to keep this
handbook with me and refer to it regularly
for guidance. I acknowledge that the
purpose of the student handbook is to
help develop my skills for success and
facilitate communication among
individuals that have responsibility in the
education process (that includes me, my
parents, my teachers, and school
administrators).

I also understand that my refusal to follow
the guidelines contained in this student
handbook will result in disciplinary
actions, and/or a loss of privileges.

Finally, I understand that I am to respect
the rights of all Turning Point Academy
community members. We are all
different. Therefore, I will respect our
differences and focus on the strengths of
others to ensure unity and fairness.

________ _____________________

Date Studentôs Signature

Parent’s Note

Your signature informs your child that you
will monitor his/her progress and require
that he/she adheres to school-wide
procedures and expectations.

Furthermore, your signature indicates the
following: I have read the student
handbook and discussed it with my child.


